		Surname 1
Name 
Date
Critical theory in Gender
Gender development has been explained to describe, explain, or even predict the whole aspect. However, the critical theory focuses on directing the attention of gender development to social structures and practices. Society always has a way of giving more privileges, such as the power to specific groups, whereas limiting the same privileges to other groups. In gender development, the critical theory focuses on showing how a particular gender enjoys certain privileges more than the other hence making one a dominant group (Wood 46). Additionally, the theory also shows how oppressed groups end up changing the dominant group's ideologies. I chose the critical theory because it emphasizes how membership to gender identity shapes the experience of different individuals in how they feel as well as how it brings an understanding of social life at large. There is partiality in perspectives concerning social life in standpoint theory, while others have more partiality than others. Political awareness development in power differences in social groups is what creates a standpoint. In standpoint, social location is a regulator of how people carry out their activities, thereby shaping their identity and consciousness. However, it is worth noting that social location is not necessarily the standpoint, but the standpoint can emerge from the group members' social location. The critical theory brings out a more comprehensive understanding of gender development by outlining the social location, standpoint, and the socialization in connecting to gender development. 
Social location influences parenting for both fathers and mothers. There is always a significant assumption that women have a maternal instinct, which means that they naturally nurture children. However, the fact of the matter is that women learn the art of caregiving, such as compassion and empathy, due to being in the position of caregiving roles. Therefore, from the time a child is born, a female child will predict the opportunities, challenges, threats, and even the societal expectations that they are expected to meet (Leaper, Campbell, and Timea 01). The outcome is influenced by the social location that the female child grows since various locations have different standpoints on the privileges to be given to each gender. Within a certain period, various life encounters help in the creation of ideas about their gender. From the ideas formed, there is an influence on their practice and areas of interest. From the activities, the female child chooses their career line with a mindset that some careers are not fit for them based on their gender. Similarly, as the child grows, the beliefs and motives on gender concepts are transformed due to interactions in a different environment. The media, peers, parents, and teachers are among the major influencers of the concepts developed since they form part of their significant social actions. 
In my personal experience on gender roles, the social location dictates that women have to look in a certain way. In the critical theory, if women do not meet specific standards, there is a perception that they are ugly, flat-chested, which is body shaming. The perception makes the female gender feel as if their value is worthless. Therefore, there is a close connection in the way women are brought up, since from their childhood, they are expected to look in a certain way. The perspective tends to make the female gender a weaker gender while the male gender is dominant. The members of the group are expected to live pleasing the male gender, which is deemed dominant. Therefore, an identity is formed from the concept of social location. The females' upbringing becomes different from the parents since a different expectation is produced from the same. The perception may limit the way of living of a female and may cause other problems as the women strive to live to please others. The example of Victoria Secret is a perfect example where the show organized to host her fashion work was scrapped due to the public out roar on transphobic and fatphobic issues. The social location is an example of how the female is expected to look like as if they have no freedom to make personal choices on how to live inclusive of their looks. The struggle was real as I lived comparing myself to other friends who were skinner with admiration to also be like them. However, the problem was not me nor how I looked like but the societal expectation of how I needed to be. Therefore, I can connect my experience to critical theory in the social location concept. 
Gender socialization involves the transmission of values, skills, behaviors, and cultural and societal norms to be a successful man or woman. The transmission is carried out by the parents, peers, or even the media. When it comes to parents, there is a model of attributes reinforced in children to shape them to live in a certain way. The parents also chose the environment in which the children will live in, thus influencing the character or perception to be created in the children (Lawson et al.). The environment also influences the way a child is expected of them regarding their gender. Consequently, gender differences occur in children's development. In my life experience of transition Houston to college, it triggered the long-time struggle of being not sure of my racial grouping. The racial imposter syndrome is a major problem that is evident in shaping one's identity. Therefore, being unsure whether I am an Asian or a White is a challenge influencing even my gender development. The reason is that in socialization, there are expectations for both genders. If at any chance, one has an identity crisis when it comes to racial grouping, gender development is also affected. Basically, the socialization is highly at stake since the individuals cannot identify with any social grouping. The feeling of being an outcast was dominant in me since the racial identity was not clear. The parental socialization was deficient since being a female did not augur much on the racial grouping. The main expectation is how I am supposed to carry myself in the society and not the grouping I belong to. 
Gender identity being, therefore, a basic way of personal identity that plays a crucial role in the overall life of an individual starting from childhood to adulthood. There are very many expressions of gender development in people in all their societal settings. The social context has been effective in shaping my behavior in how, in my way of doing things, there is self-consciousness and awareness that I can reason without using the stereotypes put in place around me. Therefore, there are deliberations before taking any step towards decision making where gender stereotypes do not influence the decision. According to How (2017, 6), every man has the power of self-determination and self-realization. This means that every individual has a potential understanding of actualizing their hidden ability in life following reasoning notions. Therefore, my perspective has changed to understand that I can handle situations regardless of my gender without fear of failure. I can comfortably use reason to determine how to live my life since there is the freedom to do so. 
In conclusion, therefore, the critical theory brings a wider scope of gender development and perspectives. The parent's gender role has a major influence on how the children socialize based on their gender identity. Similarly, parents who portray traditional attributes in instilling gender-based roles raise the expectations of their sons and daughters. The instilling of the various values and skills based on gender plays a role in stereotyping. For instance, the sons are forced to behave masculine, leading to internalizing children's expectations and attitudes. However, I also tend to believe that the environment's aspect in determining gender development should not be fully relied upon in explaining gender practices. The reason is that there are biological factors that influence gene formation as well as brain development. Other determinants are the cultural theories that explain the development based on the cultural practices in the societal setting. Therefore, critical theory arguments cannot be the only factor influencing gender development. 
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